Raven Players

Play Selection Process
Thank you for your interest in directing for the Raven Players and/or submitting a play for consideration.  The purpose of this document is to outline the application and selection process, as well as clarify our selection criteria. The actual submission document is found on pages 5 & 6.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our website, www.ravenplayers.org or call (707) 433-6335 X 11. 

Application Process

Read through this document and the Director’s Submission Form.
For priority consideration, complete the Director’s Submission Form, and submit it to the Raven Players Play 

Selection Committee with all necessary materials by the 1st of December proceeding the season you are interested in directing in.  (There is an exception for large musical productions.  They may be selected up to a full season in advance to allow for the extensive pre-planning efforts required.)  The seasons for the Raven Players performances begin August 1st and run through July 31st of the following calendar year.  (Note:  If a show were scheduled to be performed in August, auditions and rehearsals would necessarily occur in the June to August time frame.  A show and director for such an early season show may require an out of cycle selection.)
Remember to include with your Director’s Submission Form, if you are also submitting a play for consideration, include:

1 copy of the script

1 copy of the libretto (if you are submitting a musical)

1 copy of a CD or tape of the music (if you are submitting a musical)

*If you are unable to provide the full libretto or recording at the time of

submission, please include a note as to when it could be made available.

You will be notified about the RP’s decision regarding your play by the end of the month of Feb, proceeding the performance season.

Selection Process

The Play Selection Committee consists of:

(1) A Committee Chair 

(2) Members from the Raven Players membership at large

· These may or may not be board members.

· If a play is submitted by a member of the selection committee, it will be given the same consideration as other plays submitted, and will be judged purely on merit.

· If a submitting member of the selection committee is a board member, they may not vote on the play selection at the board meeting for the specific time slot they are requesting to direct.

· The Play Selection Committee will read the submissions and generate a packet of suggested plays for the upcoming season. The list will be submitted to the full Raven Players Artistic Board for approval at a March or April meeting. 

· The Raven Players will approve or disapprove the proposed season. If the RP rejects one or more of the Selection Committee’s recommendations, the Play Selection Committee will provide an alternate choice for each rejection, if one is available, or present additional information as to why an alternate selection is not preferred or not available.  The selection committee will have until the May meeting to actively negotiate the final selections, at which time the season will be set.  
· If a play is chosen for production that no director has submitted, the Selection Committee will contact directors who have submitted the Director’s Submission Form for 2011-12. They will negotiate with those directors for the chosen plays.
· The Play Selection Committee Chair will notify all directors who have made submissions about the final decisions by May 30.
Selection Criteria 
The Play Selection Committee will make its decision regarding both directors and play submissions based on the following criteria: (in no particular ranking or order) 
(1) Choice of Director
· Director’s experience in theater

· Like most community theaters, the Raven Players is funded primarily by ticket sales, and every play that RP produces is a financial risk. Thus, the Players must take into consideration a potential director’s previous production experience, such as directing, assistant directing, and stage-managing. If you are a potential director with no previous production staff experience, please consider gaining more experience before tackling a production of your own. Directing is NOT a skill that you want to learn “on the fly.” If you have no experience in directing but wish to learn the craft, we suggest you work with directors as a stage manager.
· Director’s previous experience working with the Raven Players

· The more prior experience that you have working with RP; the more familiar you will be with our facilities, infrastructure, and resources. Each community theater has its own way of doing things, and each stage has its own unique spatial and technical quirks. Familiarity with RP and The Raven Theatre greatly increases your chances of producing a successful show. Furthermore, a director who is a familiar face to the Raven is more likely to attract potential production staff and actors than a director who is unfamiliar. 

· Director’s “people skills”

· The Raven is a mostly a volunteer-operated organization. Folks volunteer to participate in Raven Players productions because they love theater, and because it is just plain fun to do so. No matter how brilliant your vision, your ability to work with people will determine whether or not those volunteers return to us in the future. 
(2) Source of Play Choice

· The plays that are chosen may originate from many sources:
1. From Director’s submissions
2. From within the Play Selection Committee
3. From Audience survey
(3) Choice of Play
· Appeal of play to audience 

· Given that the sustainability of Raven Players depends almost entirely on ticket sales, the marketability of your play is crucial. If your play is not especially well known, or it is not written by a well known author, you might strengthen your submission by discussing what aspects of the play could be emphasized in publicity to “hook” an audience.

· Balance of material and roles for any given season

· The Raven Players strive to offer a variety of comedy, drama, and musicals during any given season. Furthermore, we try to balance the number of male and female roles. The Players also strive to alternately use plays with large casts and plays with small casts.  In order to increase your chances of getting a play to direct, consider submitting both a comedy and a drama, or if you submit a play that has mostly male roles, consider also submitting a play with mostly female roles.

· Ability of the Raven Players to produce the play, given our resources and budget

· Across seasons, the Raven Player’s financial situation and available resources vary. Please feel free to talk with the Play Selection Committee Chair about what the organization can realistically produce.
· Other Community Theater Choices
· The Raven Players are a part of a larger theater community that shares subscribers and general audiences. As such, we keep a database of plays produced by amateur companies in our area; we strive to offer audiences a variety of show by not repeating plays and musicals done by other companies within a five-year period. Exceptions can be made for very popular shows or for co-productions with fellow area theaters. 
Deadlines
· December 1: Priority date for directors to turn in full Director’s Submission Packet.  While submissions will be accepted beyond this date, priority will be given those submitted by this date if they fulfill the vision and needs for the season.

· February:  Play Selection Committee submits a Proposed Season prior to a Raven Players Artistic  Board meeting

· March:  Play Selection Committee contacts all directors who submitted plays regarding the final decision

Contact Information
Submit your completed packet by one of the following two methods:

	U.S Mail

Raven Players
Attn: Play Selection Committee

P.O. Box 2122
Healdsburg CA, 95448

	Drop-off 

Raven Theater
115 North Street

Healdsburg, CA



*Any play submission materials dropped off at the Raven Theatre must be in a sealed 8 ½ X 11 envelope and must be clearly labeled “RP Play Selection Committee.”

E-mail (Sherry Garner)


Phone (Sherry Garner – 

Play Selection Committee Chair)
bsgarner@comcast.net


(707) 433-6464
Website

www.ravenplayers.org


Thank you for your interest in directing for The Raven Players.  This new director interest form was designed to make it easy for directors to get their message in front of the play selection committee with simplicity.  If you are selected, we might then request the additional information that we need to make a comprehensive review as to specifically what play you would be interested in directing and when you would be available.  On behalf of the Raven Players, the selection committee and all members of the Raven Theatre, thank you for your interest in helping the theatre arts continue to be a vibrant part of northern Sonoma County.

Directors Information

Name:
 _______________________________

Day Ph. (____) _____-___________

Address: ______________________________

Eve Ph. (____) _____-___________

City:
___________________ Zip: ____________
Email  ______________________________
Have you directed for RP before ____ Yes   ___ No  

Have you worked on RP shows   ____Yes  ___ No

If your answer is yes, list the last few shows that you have worked on at the Raven Theater.

1_________________________________________   2___________________________________________

Past Directing Experience


Other Theatre Experience, Training or related skills


Are You Interested in Directing a Specific Play?  Include Information

Name of Play: _______________________________________ Author: _________________________
Genre: ___ Musical ___ Drama ___ Mystery ___ Comedy ___ Other ________________________________

Appeals to: (check all that apply)     ___ Older Adults              ___ Younger Adult           ___ Teens           ___ Children 
Script Included ___ Yes __ No   For Musicals, Are you able to provide the Script/Libretto, Music or CD? ___Yes ___ No

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(Optional)

Name of Second Play: _______________________________________ Author: _________________________

Genre: ___ Musical ___ Drama ___ Mystery ___ Comedy ___ Other ________________________________

Appeals to: (check all that apply)     ___ Older Adults              ___ Younger Adult           ___ Teens           ___ Children 
Script Included ___ Yes __ No   For Musicals, Are you able to provide the Script/Libretto, Music or CD? ___Yes ___ No

· * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Describe the play(s) and why you believe it would be a good production for the Raven Players:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________












Raven Players Director’s Submission Form


             Interest in 2012-2013 Season
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